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Well here we are 
nother year, 
ain a new Editor. 


again with 
anew type face, and 


Let*s push on from here. I will do 
erything I can to keep the improve- 
ents going, but further progress is 

inly dependant on YOU. Alan has left 
e with quite a few photographs, but 

ly three articles after those used 
this Journal. 


Have you contributed yet? It is not 
1 that hard you know. Articles for 
urnal are welcomed in pen, pencil, 
typewritten form, and don't worry 
out your presentation, spelling etc. 
you give me an article which has 
our basic story, it is my job to knock 
into shape. Rough drawings can also 
accommodated, but do keep’ the 
urnal effective page size in mind 
en making drawings. This saves a lot 
f extra work for your draftsman. 


| If you don't feel like writing a 
11 article, how about something for 
P VALVE? or something that can be 


pes as a filler for that space at the 
nd of a page? 


A word of warning. - Don't send 
he only copy of a photo that youhave, 
ometimes photos go astray somewhere 
long the line and then cannot be 
eturned to the sender. 


OVER PHOTO 


Motive power of 
elgrave, Vic. 
Photo: Courtesy of V.R. 


BEA. LUTILE. 


"Puffing-Billy" 
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As this is my first report to you 
‘the members, I would like to pay 
‘tribute to past Federal Committees who 
Organised and fostered the growth of 
Our Organisation from such a_= small 
beginning to what it is to-day, the 
largest model railway association in 
Australia. Some sixteen years ago 
several modellers met in Tim Dunlop's 
lounge-room and formed the Australian 
Model Railway Association anticipating 
very hopefully, a maximum of fifty 
members, The word soon spread ,member- 
ship increased, the 50 members maximum 
was left far behind and enquiries came 
in from interstate. ‘State branches 
were formed, a quarterly magazine was 
printed, .-together --with- a . menthby 
Buyers Guide, all done incidently with 
voluntary labour. 


Membership grew to such a_ degree 
that the printing being done by the 
voluntary labour was becoming too much 
for this stout band of workers, There- 
pore; in -Judy,. 1965, the first. fully 
printed copy of the A.M.R.A. Journal 
was produced. Truly, another mile- 
stone in our history. 


To past Presidents, Office Bearers, 
Editors and workers I most humbly pay 
tribute for without their tireless 
effort we wouldn't have an association 
such as ours, 


In,the November - December issue of 
"Journal" the Federal Secretary, Norm. 
Read, listed the Federal Committee and 
the States they represent. If you 
have any ideas or criticisms that will 
benefit the association, please put 
pen to paper and write to your state 
representative, or to me personally, 
Being a new committee, situated in a 
different state, we are therefore try- 
ing very hard to maintain the _ high 
Standard set by previous committees. 
50, if you have any ideas send them to 
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President’s Corner 


us. The committee has a lot of ide 
in the melting pot and these will | 
reported in the Secretary's Desk fr 
time to time. 


Elsewhere in this issue are fac 
and photos of your Federal Committe: 
Get to know them for they are a fi 
bunch of chaps and represent practica 
ly every branch and gauge in the hobb; 

Besides sending us your ideas a! 
criticism, you the members can al) 
do your part. That is by increasi 
membership. Surely you know so 
modeller who is not a member. Ta! 


to him and explain the advantages | 
belonging to A.M.R.A. Show him 
copy of "Journal" or "Standards" 


Invite him to a meeting so that he ci 
meet and talk with our members and s 
what a fine bunch they are. If y 
haven't any membership forms, drop 
line to Norm, Read who will forwa 
some post haste. As a certain bal 
says "get with the strength". 


An association such as ours is d 
pendent on membership to give you, t 
member, the service to which you a 
entitled. Help us to give you th, 


service by presenting ideas, articl 
and photos for "Journal", competiti 
entries and increasing  membershi 


Support your State Branches, atte 
their meetings. Remember, they a 
held for your benefit. If you don 
have a State Branch or Sub-Branch,fo 
one yourself by contacting members 
your state or locality. A full li 
of members was included in the Janua 
February, 1969, issue of "Journal 
Rest assured that you will receive t 
full backing of the Federal Committ 
if you do form a State Branch or Su 
Branch. 


BRUCE LOVET 
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Painting The Back Scene 


7 I wonder why it is that = so many 
railway modellers put the backscene of 
heir layouts at the bottom of the 
ist when making up their building pro- 
yrammes, In some instances it is 
ymitted altogether, because the model- 
er feels that he is incapable of do- 
ng the job himself and knows nobody 
vho would do it for him. SHES 235 
eally not at all surprising, because 
the painting of a backscene around the 
valls of even a small room is no small 
ask, 


Do not however, let me frighten you 
away from attempting this most reward- 
ing part of your hobby. Let me say 

his now! - There is no greater chal- 
lenge to anyone and as long as youhave 
faith in yourself you can do it. You 
ay not become another Namatjira, but 
then you do not have to be. Remember 
that emphasis is on your model railway 
and the backscene is not’ the star of 
the show. Like the buildings and the 
scenery, it 1s only complementary to 
the railway. It is "window-dressing” 
to make your model railway look more 
natural. 


I make no claim to being an artist, 


Far from it! I am just an average 
modeller who, before trying to paint 
the backscene of my layout, could not 


claim any knowledge of painting what- 
soever beyond that of applying a couple 
of coats of paint to the outside of my 
home. I had never painted a picture 
in my life, yet here I was determined 
to paint the equivalent of one 78 feet 
wide and about 3 feet high. What op- 
timism: 


Once I had made this decision, I 
looked up any reference to this subject 
in my model railway library, but un- 


fortunately, there was little there to 
help me, other than an article on using 


BY CEDRIC ROLFE 


poster colours on wallpaper, another 
on using 011 colours on _ linoleum and 
another on the use of commercial back- 
scenes. Nowhere could I find any 
information about the way it was to be 
gene. 


The use of wallpaper did not appeal 
to me, because I did not have a suit- 
able wall on which to paste it, and in 
any case, I felt that some day I may 
wish to move my layout, and with the 
work involved, I would not feel like 
leaving the backscene behind. Apart 
from the wallpaper, I am not impressed 
with poster colours when they have to 
be used for anything of a permanent 
nature. Furthermore, considerable 
experience is necessary for their ef- 
fectiyesuse “and it is, difficult. to 
cover up mistakes, 


After due deliberation, I finally 
decided upon the use of oils on linol- 
eum, which I attached to the wall with 
carpet tacks. It was at this stage 
that I realised my first mistake. The 
backscene should be completed before 
"scenicing"’. In order to paint I had 
to lean over the layout to do so, and 
this was both difficult and tiring, but 
the greatest objection was the unavad- 
able spilling of little dobs of paint 
in awkward places. This first. sec= 
tion of linoleum was about fifteen feet 
long, and had at one time adorned the 
kitchen floor, and before it could be 
painted it had to be thoroughly cleaned 
to remove any wax that might possibly 
be still adhering to it. This was 
done with a cloth dampened with kero- 
sene which was followed with another 
cloth using warm soapy water. Having 
reached this stage, I was very anxious 
to proceed with the actual painting 
but much to my disgust, it was three 
weeks before I was able to return to 
my self-imposed task. When I next 
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viewed my handiwork, I found that, due 
to the weather, the lino had bulged 
in several places despite the fact that 
I had used old lino and it had been 
tightly stretched along the wall and 
firmly tacked in place. 


To say that I was dismayed would be 
only a mild way of expressing my feel- 
ings and I decided then to forego the 
lino and use wallboard for the remain- 
der of the area. This was a wise move 
because I found it easy to handle, it 
took the paint well and remained rigid 


despite all the vagaries of the weatler, 


As soon as the base was completed a 
half-gallon tin of interior white wmder- 
coat was obtained, turned upside down 
Overnight, and the next day, after tha 
oughly mixing, an even coat of paint 
was applied over the whole area, using 
a paint roller. 


While waiting for this to dry thor- 
oughly, 1 made a list of the colours 
which I thought I may need, using com- 
mercial paint colour cards. I had de- 
Cided to use ordinary house paints be- 
cause they were readily available and 
the nearest shop which catered for 
artists’ requisites was at least seven- 
ty miles away. However, I did send for 
the following powder colours which are 
sOluable in both oil and water:- 


Prussian Blue 
Turquoise Blue 
Ultramarine 
Emerald Green 
Olive Green 
Yellow Ochre 
Lemon Yellow 
Burnt Umber 

: Raw Sienna 
10. Bright Red 
ie Black 

ia; White 


OONCOUBWNME 
e 


By adding a little powder of the 
required colour to the house paints, I 
was able to either bring the latter to 
a more suitable consistency or vary the 
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shade as required. It will become evi! 
dent to anyone who uses this method 
that house paints,even when thorough] 
stirred as they should be, are far toi 
free-flowing for the purpose. The com: 
bination of the powder colours and thi 
house paints worked out much cheape’ 
than if I had used artists‘ oil colou 
in tubes; especially in the case of | 
painting of this size. | 


I then purchased a bottle of boile 
linseed oil, another of mineral turp: 
entine, a tin of Dulux thinners and | 
quart of kerosene. The last named wa 
for cleaning up the mess which I knew | 
was sure to make and also to remove thi 
paint from my hands. | 


The commercial paints I used wer 
the closest to the abovementioned col: 
ours as possible. I did not keep t 
only one brand but several, but I wa 
careful to keep to matt or semi-mat 
colours. The only exception was | 
quart tin of green roofing paint whicl 
I wished to use as a_ basis for th 
eucalypt forests which surround th 
Candemah Valley. 


As I was unable to obtain artists 
oil paint brushes locally, I purchase 
a number of water colour brushes a 
used by the school children and rang 
ing from sizes one to fourteen. Thi 
was all guesswork because I had nobod 
to advise me. It is not necessary 
as I discovered later, to have a larg 
number of brushes because it is unwis 
to use more than two or three colour 
at the one session: use one brush whe 
blending one colour into another i 
your picture. Be sure however, t 
clean the brushes thoroughly in turp 
immediately after use and_ stand the 
upside down in a glass jar when no 
in? USE, 


My wall was ready to have the scen 
sketched on it andI had a good collec 
tion of paints and brushes, but wha 
design I was going to use and how 
was going to set about it, I hadn* 


| A.M.R.A. 
he faintest idea, I was rather like 
he Dickensian character who was al- 
ays hoping that "something would turn 


p" i 


It was about this time that a family 
riend called and entertained us with 
colour slide exhibition of his wan- 
erings. 


There were some beautiful scenes of 
olling hills and tree clad: slopes; 
here were landlocked harbours, lakes 
nd streams; there were rocky outcrops 
n wind-swept treeless plains, rocky 
liffs and deep ravines; there were 
rid deserts and stony plains; in fact 
here seemed to be every type of sub- 
ect matter that can be conceived. 


Here were some of the scenes that I 
mould like to have surrounding my lay- 
yut, if only I could obtain photograps 
»f them. I therefore asked my friend 
‘f he would let me get copies of them 
‘or some of them) made, and told him 
yf the ideas I had which had influenced 
iy request. He unhesitatingly agreed 
50 let me have what I thought 1 may 
1eed, so we picked out a number of 
suitable slides and he left them with 
ne; 


I decided to project these slides 
yn to the wall of the train room and 
see how they would look,and when I did 
this I decided to try and draw the 
scene on the wall with charcoal. To 
to. this I-chose the first scene, pro=- 
jected it onto the wall at aé_e spot 
yhich would be suitable, then moved 
the projector to the left so that the 
right hand edge of the picture’ shone 
just where the left hand edge had been, 
then keeping the picture shining beside 
me, 1 drew it on the wall. The, next 
choice was then used with the picture 
shining where it did before but’ this 
time I sketched the scene to the left. 
The projector was then moved three 
spaces to the left and I carried out 
the procedures with the next two slides 
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I continued to repeat this all the way 
round the room, so that I finished up 
with a number of sketches with a blank 
space separating each one. Using my 
imagination, I joined the sketches to- 
gether to make one big picture right 
round the room, 


Flushed with victory, I was ready 
to start painting but do not’ think 
that the operation had taken only a 
few hours from start to finish. It 
was two to three hours of every night 
for over a fortnight. just to do tre 
sketching. And now I had to start 
painting it and it was going to take a 
lot longer to do that, I knew. 


Deciding to do the painting in six- 
foot sections and using matt white and 
turquoise blue, I began to paint’ the 
sky. 


First I painted around the top edge 
of the horizon with white, then start- 
ing at the top of the wall, I applied 
blue,working downwards until JI _ met 
the white. Using the same brush, l 
worked the blue and white in together 
so that the sky appeared a deeper blue 
at the top, gradually fading until it 
reached a line just above the horizon. 
This left what appeared to be a small 
strip of light just above the horizon. 
Before moving on to the next six-foot 
section, I thoroughly washed my brush, 
which was a one and a half inch liner, 
in turps. This was continued section 
by section until the sky was completed 
over the whole of the perimeter of the 
room, I now had a completely cloud- 
less autumn sky as seen at about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, When the 
paint was thoroughly dry, I filled in 
with a few wispy clouds here and there 
using a No. 11 brush dipped in white 
and then squeezed out so that the brush 
was almost dry. The overall effect 
was most pleasing. Ihe next step was 
to rough in the landscape using a blu- 
ish mauve for the distant peaks, a 
cloudy green for the middle distance, 


es ee 


PAGE 6 A.M.R.A. 


JOURNAL NO. 79 | 


escent en SN SS cI Dr RE A ST 


while the foreground was a brighter, 
clearer green, taking as my example 
the hills which surround my home. 


At the far end of the train room 
which is twenty-seven feet long and 
twelve feet wide, I had drawn a large 
lake or reservoir, while at the other 
end I had drawn a harbour with a narrow 
entrance. These stretches of water 
had to have separate treatment, there- 
fore I painted the lake just a shadeor 
two deeper than the sky, but showing 
the reflections of the trees which 
border’ 1t. These were shown clearly 
yet not too distinctly. 


The harbour was painted the _- same 
shade of blue as used for the lake but 
while the paint was still wet, I added 
little dashes of ultramarine and emer- 
ald green. Using the ball of my thumb, 
I worked these two colours into the 
original blue giving the effect of just 
Slightly rolling sea. When the paint 
was dry, I capped the waves at the 
beach with a little white, giving a 
very pleasing and effective appearance 


Painting the roads was the next 
step, but I found that I had to alter 


their position or direction where the 
backscene met the baseboard, so that 
they would fit in with the existing 


scenery. A point that I would like 
to make at this juncture is that it is 
inadvisable to have aé_ road leading 
from the three dimensional area to the 
backscene at right angles. An angle 
of between forty and fifty degrees is 
far more effective and looks more nat- 
ural but particularly for people like 
me, it is difficutl to make a roadway 
lsok natural painted straight up the 


wall. 
Before filling in the details of 
the countryside, such as_ clumps of 


trees, houses and other buildings, 

fences or any other items, I _ began 
filling in the thickly wooded areas 
but they just didn't look right. The 


background seemed to look alright ani 
the middle distance did not seem toe 
bad, yet there was something wron¢ 
somewhere. The picture lacked deptl 
and did not give the effect for whicl 
I was striving. I was hoping that i 
would make the layout have the appear: 
ance of being outside in the wide opel 
spaces. Strive as I would, the solu: 
tion would not come to me, so I set m 
paints aside and decided that I wouli 
never make the grade as an artist. |. 
went On running trains and tried no 
to see my painting efforts. 


Some weeks later, I was talking to « 
friend who knew a commercial artist 
and she arranged for me to meet him 
When this meeting eventuated, I pourec 
out my troubles to him and he was mos’ 
sympathetic, He agreed to come out 
home and have a look at my efforts anc 
we arranged a suitable date. When he 
arrived, he soon showed me where I ha 
gone wrong. He told me that he woul 
not do the job for me, but would tel. 
me how to do it. We selected a spo 
and soon, by the application of « 
little light and shade, we began _ t 
transform the picture in front of us 
It appeared to be moving away. Wit 
the judicious use of various shades 0: 
blue worked inwith deep purple patche: 
of shade, a touch of sepia here an 
there, with a light green touch to the 
tips of the trees, and the clumps 0: 
timber seemed to stand out in relief. 
In the cleared spaces, grassland an 
ploughed paddocks took on a new ap: 
pearance by the discriminate use 0. 
light and shade. My new friend ad. 
vised me to take note of the surround: 
ing countryside at varying times _ 0: 
the day, but particularly around th 
time setting which I had chosen, an 
then apply this to my. painting, ~-  ;° 


noted how the sunlight was. reflected 
On the ground, how it threw hollow: 
into shade, how the grassland varie 
in depth of colour, how the ligh 
caught the trunks of trees and th 
edges of the leaves, and _ the patter 
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f the shadows which were thrown on 
he ground. Ttook* notice of -- abt 
hese things and then returned to my 
jainting convinced that as long as 
nyone had the ability to observe and 
‘emember what“he had seen, - then--he 
‘ould paint a backscene for his model 
railway. If I can do it, then others 
fan and should try to do the same, 


To complete the job, the following 
»oints would I am sure be of definite 
assistance: Blend the three dimensim- 
al scenery into the backscene so that 


the left. 


MISSING MEMBERS 


Wilson, R.A. 
Jenkinson, B.W. 


N.S.W. 2018. 


there is no obvious line between the 
two, Put buildings a short distance 
from the wall. Set trees, shrubs or 
bushes against the wall, but’ before 
doing so put a little shadow on the 
wall close to the baseboard. A row 
of low relief shops set at = an acute 
angle to the wall is very effective. 
In all, use every artifice you can de- 
vise and then it will be extremely 
difficult for the visitor to say for 
sure where scenery stops and backscene 
Starts, 


The backscene showing the lino on the right and the wallboard on 
| Notice how the lino has buckled 
| the lights compared with the wallboard. 


and how it reflects 


The following members’ "Journals" are being returned: 


57 Lady Game Drive, Killara, N.S.W. 2071. 
384 Charles Street, North Perth, W.A. 6006. 


Anyone knowing them or their new address, would they arrange for their present 
address, to be forwarded to the A.M.R.A Register, 26 Napoleon Street, Roseberry 
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Overlooking Billabong — Candemah Valley Railway. 
(Notice how the backscene blends in with the three demensional scenery). 


Timburra Township - Candemah Valley Railway 
(The backscene tends to widen the appearance of the room. 


Cie OO iis as 
arman, T.L. 
pitcn.,.D., 
ummers, S.A.W. 
senderson, D.J. 
sloggett, S. 
lari. i. 

frown, Dr.’ B.G zB. 
sraham, J.B. 
Jebb, R. 

Ldwards, K.L. 
foung, A.P. 
‘urrall, G.N. 
fobinson, H.Mrs. 
larsh, K. 

rough, J.C. 
Inderwood, J.A. 
amour, M. 

lann, G.A. 


areys 13 
feynolds, A. 
heoharris, R. 
heoharris, P.J. 
sllen, G.W. 
burnes, B.J. 
eri Pe. 
atson, E. 
srown, A.R. 
utteridge, T.C. 
ilne, N.M. 
rmstong, H.C. 
reer, J.H. 
augh, G.R. 
liter, FP, 
airbairn, C. 
lalker, I.R. 
uvello, J. 
solomon, L.V. 
loane, P. 
bailey, D.A. 
hitehorn, R.E. 
hiting, M.G. 
edlin, P.N. 
Melia, A. 
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VICE-PRES IDENT 


Secretary N.S.W. 
Branch 7 years. Started in "0" gauge 
about 1935. Lapsed during war years 
and recommenced about 1956 in H.O. 
gauge. Has no particular prototype, 
just likes model railways. Runs all 
types of equipment on layout. Age 50 
years, married with 2 sons (both mem- 
bers), and 1 daughter, and is Northern 
Districts Representative for Monier 
Roof Tities, 


Member 8 years. 
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PRESIDENT | 
Member 13 years. Held posit 
of President, Vice-President, 5ec) 


and Committeeman| 
While President 
railway exhi| 


ary, | lreasurer 
N.S.W. Branch. 
stigated first model 

ion at Burwood Police Boys’ C 
Served on several subsequent exhib 
ion committees. Received first e 
tric "0" gauge train when 5 years | 
(built by father). Was member 
Sydney Model Railway Society for 
years. Modelled in "0" gauge, scr 
built, until joining A.M.R.A. | 
models in H.O. N.S.W. prototype. | 
39 years, married with 2 daughters 
is a Technical Representative | 
British Paints Ltd. | 


ACKLAND, 


RUP. 
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ETARY 


eben 15 years; Committeeman 
W. Branch for several years. Join- 
yriginal Sydney Model Railway Club, 
ined after 6 years in army. Was 
irector of large "0" gauge layout, 
defunct, at Burwood Police Boys’ 
‘ Also connected with another 
1 railway club. Became mixed up 
model railways when 5 years old 
remained loyal to "0" gauge, though 
ts he has been tempted by "the 
tle ones". At one stage had large 
| gauge garden railway. Age 54 
rs, batchelor and in between model- 
spends so many hours a day work- 
for a telecommunication company. 


KEITH ROBINSON. 
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TREASURER 


Member 6 years. Has served on 3 
exhibition committees. Member of Aust- 
ralian Railway Historical Society, and 
Rail Transport Museum, Owns and op- 
erates 3 rail Marklin layout. Age 48 
years, married with 8 children, sub- 
foreman fitter with N.S.W.G.R. 
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I wonder how many of our members 
who have modelled their layout on an 
"Austratian Prototype", and in partic- 
ular N.S.W.. have incorporated a zig- 


zag to raise their trains from one 
level to the next? "But that is not 
prototype." do I hear someone say? It 
is(or at least, was) you know until 
1910. 


Every school boy knows the "hemmed 
in" effect the Blue Mountains gave the 
early settlers until Blaxland, Went- 
worth and Lawson found the way across 
in 1814, Well, this same range of 
mountains threatened to cut off the in- 
land of N.S.W. from Sydney, as far as 
railways were concerned in_ the early 
days of railway construction in that 
State because: of the impossible grades 
involved in climbing "over the range’. 
This was not just a problem on the 
eastern side of the mountains either. 
The grades to the top of the ranges from 
the rich wool and gold country around 
Bathhurst were even more impossible 
than the grades on the Sydney side. 


Much time was’ spent by the early 
"Railway Governments" of the colony in 
trying to find the correct answer to 
the problem, particularly an answer 
that they could afford to _ pay for 
(Railways in Australia have always suf- 
fered from this. shortage of money 
problem). At one time for example, 
there was much agitation for this sec- 
tion of the railway system to be con- 
structed in the form of a horse tram- 
way along the road leading inland over 
the mountains. (How do you think the 
"Central West" would go horse-drawn?). 
The grades were impossible, it was 
said. The actual grades used on the 
down direction were 1 in 50 with one 
stretch of 1 mile 31 chain of 1 in 33 
when the line was finally opened. In 
the up direction, the steepest grade 
was five miles of 1 in 42, 
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The Blue Mountain Zig-Zags 


BY TED FROST | 


The Smaller or "Little" Zig-zag o 
the eastern side of the range wa 
Opened in 1867, and eventually replac 
ed by deviation line in 1892, Thi} 
deviation, although it relieved th| 
trains of the necessity of reversin| 
did little to eliminate the discomfor| 
of a trip “up the mountains". Thi} 
original deviation was in the form o| 
a tunnel with steep grades and bad re 
verse curves inside. ingine cre 
were at times overcome with the fume 
in the tunnel and the deviation wal 
replaced by the existing line alon 
Glenbrook Gorge in 1931, thus elimin 
ating the difficult tunnels and grade 
between Emu Plains and Blaxland. | 


Originally it was proposed to brin 
the line down into the Lithgow valle 
by means of a two-mile long tunnel 
but this proved beyond the capabil 
ities of the day (1866). 


The Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. Joh 
Whitton, who held this post from 185 
to 1889 and under whose guidance som 
2000 miles of the N.S.W. system wa: 
built) estimated the cost of thi: 
tunnel to be £400,000- about $3m. te 
day at least - and held the _ opinio) 
that even if this kind of money were 
available, he doubted if any contract- 
Or in the world would attempt such % 
huge undertaking. If they could fin 
a contractor, the time required fo: 
construction would be many years (pic! 
and shovel and bullock-dray were the 
order of the day in the 1860s), so a 
alternative was required. This al- 
ternative was regarded as one of the 


engineering wonders of the world an 
many overseas experts came to inspec’ 
it for years after its completion. 


It was known as the Lithgow or "Great' 
Zig-zag and was opened to traffic o1 
18th October, 1869, - only 41 month: 
after the contract to construct it wa: 
let to a Mr. P. Higgins. 


| The Great Zig-zag consisted of 
iree sections - the Top Road, the 
iddle Road and the Bottom Road - and 
> climb out of Lithgow Valley, a 
cain proceeded along up the bottom 
dad past the switchback and along a 
bur to enable it to reverse up the 
iddle road where it repeated the pro- 
edure of passing along a spur and run 
cound its train, thus it was pulling 
11 the way instead of aé_ series of 
All-push-pull., The top road spur 
srminated on top of a 200 foot high 
Pitt. Grades on the Great Zig-zag 
re ba: 42; 


| The original Great Zig-zag was in- 
luded in a contract to construct fif- 
2en miles of line from near’ the 
2stern end of the Clarence’ tunnel to 
allerawang. It included seven stone 
ae (from 10 feet to 70 feet long) 
lree tunnels (including one 230 feet 
yng on the middle road of the Zig-zag) 
id 14 million cubic yards of excavation 
two-thirds through rock) - all of 
rich was completed in 41 months. 


| Traffic density grew to such an ex- 
ent that the Zig-zag became a_ real 
Dttleneck and had to be variedby 
sngthening the bottom roads* spur and 
ttually relocating and lengthening 
he top road in the early 1900s. This 
aS done as a temporary measure until 
‘complete replacement of the Zig-zag 
buld be constructed. In 1908, work 
AS commenced on the existing line in 
lat area with its ten tunnels and 
asier grades and the Great Zig-zag 
>came just so much more history on 
oth October, 1910. There were three 
aducts onthe Great Zig-zag and these 
e still visible to-day from _ the 
<isting line. 


In concluding this article, I wish 
) acknowledge the help given me by 
ie Public Relations Office of the 
»S.W. Government Railways, which sup- 
Lied a lot of the above information 
ie notes pecenee by R.S. Fookes of 
| 


AsRL Dy. ON eee ee one 


Leen en ee ee ee ee ee ee =< sss 
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The Zig-Zag is now a reserve, and 

a road has been constructed along the 
Old rail bed. and picnic facilities 
can be found along the middle road. 
The road is reached by a turn off the 
Bell-Lithgow Road about 4 miles from 
Lithgow and the area is well worth a 
visit. Signs at interesting points 
(top road points, bottom road points 
etc.) make it easy to visualise what 
was the position when the Zig-zag was 
an operating reality. (EDITOR). 


Tunnel Mouth - Middle Road 
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A 


Zig-zag signal box on present mainline 
(old Bottom Road from site of "Bottom Road points") 


No. 1 Viaduct Top Road. 
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Alan Dowell. Thankyou 


Alan Dowel has retired as Editor 
after producing 24 issues of Journal, 
to go overseas on long service leave. 
Alan's first major work was the "Begin- 
1ers Guide" which was first issued in 
1963. He had submitted several art- 
icles for Journal and with the March 
1965 issue took over from Arthur 
Harrold as Editor. 


Besides cajoling others into writing 
articles,he also regularly contributed 
himself,and with the reprint of Begin- 
ners Guide wrote the Suppliment which 
is now issued with the Guide. He is 
an untiring member of both A.M.R.A. 
Vie. = Branch  andii.MR.S., having -a 
large interest in the building and 


developing the M.M.R.S. layout and the 
design of the Vic. Branch Layout. He 
isamember of the Bentleigh Sub-branch 
and was a tower of strength in the 
design and building of John Yourn's 
layout. 


At the last A.G.M.. the:. Federat 
committee ratified the recommendation 
that Alan be awarded the Association's 
Metitorious Award, for his services to 
A.M.R.A. 


This only leaves us to thank Alan 
for his contribution to A.M.R.A. and 
to wish him a_ pleasant trip overseas 
and we hope to see him back again. 


MEMBERSHIP LIST 
Please add to your Membership List the following members: 


Treacy, J. 
Ackland, N. 
Ackland, C. 
Deheaume, A.F. 
Solomon, L.V. 
Burrows, L.M. 
Sloane, P. (J) 
Bailey, D.A. 
Hindmarsh, E.G. 
Nhitehorn, R.E, 
Nhitting, M.G. 
Medlin, P.N. (J) 
bia thr, DL. 
Kent, U.K. 
Wright, I. 
DAE lia, ie 
meth, CM. 


34 Cambridge Street, Rockhampton, Q'ld. 4700. 
9 Wyuna Road, West Pymble, N.S.W. 2073. 

9 Wyuna Road, West Pymble, N.S.W. 2073. 

60 Talbot Avenue, Como, W.A. 6152. 

22 Ronley Street, Blackburn, Vic. 3130. 

P.O. Box 5, Mount Waverley, Vic. 3149. 

48 Merrivale Avenue, Liverpool, N.S.W. 2170. 
18 Huntingdale Avenue, Miranda, N.S.W. 2228, 
48 Coolaroo Road, Lane Cove, N.S.W. 2066. 

9 Capella Street, North Balwyn, Vic. 3104. 

22 Simpson Street, Mitcham, Vic. 3132. 

63 Creek Road, Mitcham, Vic. 3132. 

"Stella Maris", Longfield Avenue, New Barn, Longfield, 


10 Lerina Street, Clayton, Vic. 3168. 
4 Brooks Street, Fawkner, Vic. 3060. 
36 Sutherland Street, East Malvern, Vic. 3145. 


Please note the change of address for the following members: 


Robert, A.F. 
Jnderwood, J.A. 
JeHavilland, M. 
K<oole, J.L. 
Jarper H. 
Racine, D. 


Woodlands Road, Cranbourne, Vic. 3977. 

C/o. A.N.Z. Bank Ltd. P.O. Box 337, Queanbeyan, A.C.T. 2620. 
5 Clifford Avenue, Canley Vale, N.S.W. 2166. 

10 Walstead Street, South Hurstville, N.S.W. 2221. 

PO. Box. 64, Penrith, N.S.W..2-270. 

39 Sutherland Road, Armadale, Vic. 3143. 
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Association Competion Result: 


The Association's Rolling Stock com- 
petitions were judged by the President 
and two committeemen of the S.C.M.R.A. 
Photos of the winning entries will 
appear in the May-June Journal. 


THE TIM DUNLOP CUP 
for scratch built locomotive 


awarded to 


W.D. BRISBANE 
2 Moray Street 
East Bentleigh Vic. 


for his model of a V.R. A2 class steam 
locomotive HO gauge. 


THE SOUTH GIPPSLAND BRANCH TROPHY 
for conversions of a commercial loco- 
motive, 

awarded to 


Bi. LOVETT. 
26 Blaxland Road 
West Killara N.S.W. 


for his model of a NSA R42 eles 
diesel locomotive HO gauge converted 
from a Rivarossi diesel. 


DID YOU KNOW? 


First single -line automatic signall 
ing in the southern hemisphere install- 
ed between Upper Ferntree Gully and 
Belgrave with crossing loop at Upwey 
(Victoria) 22nd December 1921. 


First air-conditioned passenger 
carriage in British Empire (36AE) began 
running on Melbourne-Albury line 23rd 
December 1935, 


First. elect#ic — train 
Australia Essendon to 
(Victoria) 28th May 1920. 


service in 
Sandringham 


THE N.S.W. BRANCH TROPHY 
for scratch built rolling stock 


awarded to 


B.E, LOVETT 
26 Blaxland Road 
West Killara N.S.W. 
for his model of N Sen AR SH 
van HO gauge. 


THE VICTORIAN BRANCH TROPHY 
for conversion of commercial rollin 
stock 


awarded to 


BvE = LOVETEL 
26 Blaxland Road 
West Killara N.S.W. 


for his model of a N.S.W.R..-55 ope 
waggon converted from a Hornby Doubl 
open wagon. 


The S.C.M.R.A. were so impresse 
with the A2 that they have requeste 
a photo to feature on. the cover of 
future issue of the Australian Mode 
Railroad Magazine. 


NOTICE 


This publication accepts no respons 
ibility for the accuracy or reliabilit 
of articles or advertising containe 
herein, statements made or opinion 
expressed in papers or . discussions 
nor do we necessarily subscribe to th 
views expressed by contributors 
Neither is any guarantee implied o 
expressed as to good conduct or prac 
tice of advertisers contained herein 
This publication reserves at all time 
the right to refuse acceptance to al 
matter considered unsatisfactory fo 
publication. 


A.M.R.A. JOURNAL NO. 79. 


PAGE 7; 


On the 6th November 1920, "Jubilee" 
he largest locomotive owned by 
illars Timber and Trading Co., an 
merican built Baldwin 4-6-2, crashed 
illing nine people when coming down 
n embankment. The Jubilee was the 
eaviest locomotive on the Mornington 
ills-Wokalup Timber Line, West. Aust. 


On that morning the Jubilee anda 
class 4-6-0 made several trips out 
nto the bush around the Mornington 
rea, hauling timber to the mill. In 
he afternoon the Jubilee was coupled 
oa timber train consisting of the 
agon loads brought in by the two 
ocomotives that morning. 


The total weight of the Jubilee‘s 
rain was 600 tons, and many people 
ad thoughts that, as the line was 
ownhill most of the way, the load 
ould prove too heavy for the loco to 
ontrol, The engine would need 
errific braking power as the load on 


he Jubilee comprised many bogie 
agonS, each grossing about’ 32 tons, 
hese wagons, made of wood, had no 


| The Jubilee Disaster 


BY G. NEWMAN 


brake cylinders, only handbrakes on 
the sides. To the rear, three singles 
also made of wood with cylinders, were 
attached to the gquardsvan. 


There was acircus at Harvey, and 
as the train saved them a_ long walk, 
passengers were seated on top of the 
loaded timber bogies going down to see 


3 The train departed from Morningtom 


and commenced its downhill journey to 
the W.A.G.R. siding at Wokalup. At 
Haywards crossing the train stopped 
and the guard put all the wagon hand- 
brakes "on", as he moved down to the 
engine to give the driver the "go 
ahead". 


This was the beginning of the 


tragedy. When the engine’ started 
down the steepest grade it was slowly 


losing control. It was being pushed 
by . the .600 tons of- ‘sleepers. loaded 
behind it. The train sped around the 
bend near the flats, crossed the 
trestle, but was travelling too fast 


to take the bend inthe cutting follow- 
ing the bridge. 


She crashed through 


the track sending rails, sleepers and 
ballast all over the area and contin- 
ued over the embankment at over 90 
m.p.h. The Jubilee exploded throwing 
her onto her side and the bogie wagons 
kept coming, smashing on top of and 
crashing into each other. 


A "G" class 4-6-0 was sent fron 
Mornington to help remove the crumpl 
wagons, Joe Flynn, the only survivo 
told officals that he could feel t 
wagons lifting and see the sleepe 
jumping up and down in the wagons 
the train roared down the hillside. 


A.M.R.A. 


EW SOUTH WALES 


| there -seens to be. very. Little<to 
eport on branch happenings this time 
o a “works report" from Rockdale is 
ppropriate, Improvements effected 
o the site include fencing, generally 


ainting is well in hand, At the 
ime of writing we were awaiting a 
eply from the Water Board in regard 
o the toilet block. The branch lay- 
ut has been erected for members to 
perate, whilst furniture purchased 
Or use at the clubroom is a welcome 
ddition. 


Your branch reporter and _ fellow 
ommitteeman Ken Edwards, have become 
he entertainment sub-committee, and 
mongst ideas cooking in their heads 
ré-a visit to -the S.P.ER. tram-way 
useum at Loftus in June; a weekend in 
he Newcastle area chasing the 12" to 
he foot variety; and an afternoon at 
he Sydney Live Steam Locomotive Soc- 
ety’s track at Darvall Park, West 
yde, planned for August. Also under 
onsideration at this stage is a trip 
o Moss Vale, via Wollongong and re- 
urn via Picten, using a CPH rail 
otor,. For full details of these ac- 
ivities, as well as any other branch 
ews, watch "Journal" and the notice 
oard at Rockdale. 


COLIN GILBERTSON. 


rICTORIA 


May I firstly apologize for having 
10 notes in the Jan.-Feb. issue of the 
Journal", Due to my misunderstanding 
re Closing date: for copy, the notes 
vere not done, 


The Branch hopes’ that all members 
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Branch Reports 


idying up both inside and out, whilst 
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in each state had a pleasant break.for 


the Christmas period and were at least. 


in some way able to get some modelling 
time to push the hobby along. 


A very pleasant meeting was held at 
the Northport Railway Station  Club- 
rooms and we had the best array of 
models for display in many a month, 
Our friends from Bendigo came down and 
showed several fine scratch built 
models of rolling stock (V.R.) made 
from sheet plastic, stripwood and card. 


Rex Little showed us some items of 
rolling stock constructed from the 
scrap plastic whichis currently avail- 
able: to members at a very reasonable 


cost, several different items are 
among the types available. Norm. 
Robinson showed us a fine model of the 
Vic. "H" class “Heavy Harry" con- 


structed on a "Duchess" chassis. 


At our February Meeting, there 
being no January meeting, several mem- 
bers brought along slides and everybody 
had a pleasant evening seeing differ- 
ent scenes and locos from around 
Australia. | 


Several displays are in the wind so 


I will keep the news coming to you as 


it happens in future issues of the 


“Journal . 
JOHN SNEDDON. 


FOR SALE 


Back issues, Model Railway News, 
Railroad Model Craftsman,Model Railway 
Constructor, Railway Modeller, Model 
Railroader, mainly prior to 1966. All 
reasonably priced. Send stamped 
addressed envelope tow full list. 
A.T.Durham, 17 Clarence Road Rockdale, 
N.S.W. 2216. 


oe 
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SYDNEY 


On my last visit to Hobbyco, 561 
George Street, Sydney, I noticed a 
number of items of interest to "N" 
gaugers, amongst these were Arnold 
Rapido GP9 & GP30 diesel jocos and 
some bogie freight wagons of the same 
manufacture. A new range of Minitrix 
and an Atlas 4-6-2 were also inspected. 
Further stocks of building kits are to 
hand, including a "Wild West" series 
by Kibri, together with "HO" and "N" 
scale Helyan kits, the latter being 
very finely detailed and coloured. 


On display at J. Searle and Sons, 


315 Pitt Street, Sydney, is a Lehmann 
"1" gauge 0-4-0 with two four wheel 


coaches, all of German prototype; this 


range is expected to be added to in 
the near future. One of Flieshmann's 
latest products, a German Railways’ 


2-10-0 is now_in stock. 


At the Fantastic Hobby Shop, Angel 
Arcade, Sydney, I saw some 4 mm. scale 


Wills Finecast loco kits in cast white 
metals, together with a number of 
other English kits. 


Bergs Hobbies, 111 Macquarie Street 


Parramatta,now have an excellent range 
for the Australian modeller, including 
the full series of N.S.W.G.R. kits, ir 
cluding MRC/MBC (refrigerator box car), 
UME/MLE (flat car), GRC (gas refriger- 
ated car), BD (bogie open wagon), CGX 
(concentrate wagon) and LLV/GLV(louvred 
van), whilst good stocks of Northeast- 
ern timber, in various shapes, sizes, 
etc., are kept. Two and three aspect 
Australian made colour light signals 
are available together with various 
bogies of the 2AA, 2AE, 2AM, 2AN, .2BC, 
and 2 TR types,as well as tender bogies 
for 36, 38 and 59 class engines. Again 
for scratch-builders are 13" x 6" 


7 
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sheets /of styrene sheet (known also ee 
"prastieard"’) in 10, 20, 30, 40 and 
thous. thicknesses, and Plastisol, the 
solvent glue for this material. Just 
arrived are various La Belle hypodermic 


Oilers and various grades of oil anc 
grease, as well as Tenshode 6 wheel 
motorized bogie sets. Loco and roll- 
ing stock plans by A.M.R.A. members 


Jack McMicking and Howard Armstrong 
are to hand. Corrugated iron, that 
hard to come by commodity is in gooc 

| 


supply. 
For"N" gaugers Bergs have  gooc 
stocks of Lima, Minitrix, Sekis ui 


Arnold Rapido and Atlas. 


Protype Models, 69 Walker Street, 
North Sydney, advised me that the "HO" 


model of the N.S.W.G.R. 57 class 4-8-2 


loco will be available towards the enc 
of April,no doubt this will be awaitec 
with interest. 

COLIN GILBERTSON. 
MELBOURNE 


Model Dockyard, 216 Swanston Street 


Melbourne, KLEI-WE structure kits are 
now available in "N" scale, and they 
also have two new "HO" kits, namely é 
gasometer and a viaduct with arches. 
Send a self addressed envelope for é 
free list. Dual gaugers will be hap 
to hear that production is well advanc 
ed in turnouts to match the existinc 
HO/HOn3 meter length track. They 
should be available soon. 


Phosphor bronze wire is back on the 
shelves again, and at a cheaper price, 
which is really news’ these days - 22 
and 24 gauge costs 55c. for 50 feet 
26, 28 and 30 gauge costs SOc. for 5S 
feet. 


ALLAN DOWEL 


